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The First people of the Millewa-
Mallee Aboriginal Corporation 

represent the nations of the Latji 
Latji and Ngintait and as such we 
would like us all to acknowledge these 
nations as the traditional Custodians 
as we move around this district. 

While doing so we ask that we 
acknowledge Aboriginal people as the 
first peoples and Traditional Owners 
and custodian of the land and 
waterways on which we live. 

We honour and pay our respects to 
Elders past, present, and emerging.  



 

 
Welcome 

Welcome to FPMMAC second issue Newsletter!  

This communication newsletter will be produced 
every second month by Community Engagement 
Officer (Ebony Lawson) to keep all involved    
parties up to date on what is happening in 
FPMMAC. 

First a bit of background 

The First People of the Millewa-Mallee are a 
community of family groups.  

Individuals within First People of Millewa Mallee 
identify as Ngintait and Latji Latji. The First 
Peoples of the Millewa Mallee group is not 
formed on the basis of language group identity. 
We are the custodians of our Country.  

¶ First People of the Millewa-Mallee Aboriginal 
Corporation was registered 2015 and granted 
Registered Aboriginal Party status in Decem-
ber 2018. 

¶ First People of Millewa Mallee are in the pro-
cess of seeking Native Title determination 
and Traditional Owner Settlement. 

We are the oldest living Indigenous culture with-
in the Australian community. 



 

What FPMMAC do 

To expand cultural activity we will: 

¶ Develop employment & economic opportunity On-
Country. 

¶ Develop & support cultural activities. 

¶ Expand traditional languages knowledge and use. 

¶ Expand our Aboriginal community. 

The First Peoples of the Millewa-Mallee people have 
maintained continuous connection to our Traditional 
Country from the initial period of colonisation up to 
the present. 



 

Neds Corner Station is set to be returned 

 

The iconic Neds Corner Station conservation   
reserve is set to be returned to the ownership 
of the First People of the Millewa Mallee     
Aboriginal Corporation (FPMMAC), in a process 
committed to by Victorian conservation         
organisation Trust for Nature and State 
Government.  

Once completed, it will be the largest parcel of 
private land to be returned to Traditional 
Owners in Victoria.  

The 30,000-hectare Neds Corner Station is an 
important cultural landscape on Ngintait 
Country. It was run as a grazing station from 
the 1840s and was purchased by Trust for 
Nature ð with help from donors and the Federal 
Government ð in 2002.  

 

 



 

Continuing funding from the State Government, 
the degraded land since the purchase has seen 
ongoing restauration of revegetation by TFN 
across the area. 
The land had degraded over time, however 
since the purchase, Trust for Nature has 
restored the native vegetation and habitat in 
the area. The land has now recovered enough 
to see the return of some threatened species 
including the Australian Bustard and Growling 
Grass Frog.  

Further conservation works are planned with 
the help of $2 million in funding from the 
Victorian government, including a fenced-off 
area to protect wildlife from predators like 
foxes and cats and the reintroduction of     
regionally extinct plants and animals. 

FPMMAC has recently been working with Trust 
for Nature to locate and protect the 
significant cultural heritage sites at Neds  
Corner, including ancestral burial sites, scar 
trees and shell middens.  

Before the land transfer is completed, 
FPMMAC and Trust for Nature will work     
together to created on Indigenous Protected 
Areas (IPA) for the land to protect its      
conservation values in perpetuity.  



 

Itõs expected that the land transfer will be 
completed in two years. 
Chair of FPMMAC Norman (Tinawin) Wilson said 
the handback was a òhistoric occasion.ó 
òOur lands were stolen, and our people killed, 
but we are still here today. Having our land 
back will allow us to restore our cultural   
practices, and care for the land and river    
properly,ó he continued. 

Chair of Trust for Nature Gayle Austen said 
the organisation was honoured to play its part 
in self-determination for the First People of 
the Millewa Mallee. 



 

LITTLE DESERT DJAKITJAK DJANGA 
COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE FIELD TRIP 

In November Zamin, Gregory, Sheridan and 
Kayla scored some sublime weather to drive 
to Wotjabuluk country, Little Desert to 
participate in the final ôCommunity of 
Practiceõ Djakitjak Djanga program.  

Djakitjak Djanga means ôCountryõs Foodõ in 
Dja Dja Warrung language. Our first stop 
was the Barendji Gadjin native nursery.  We 
were welcomed on to their country with a 
smoking ceremony from TO Brian - also the 
Barengi Gadjin nursery horticulture trainee.   

We were shown around their nursery and 
some of their growing techniques and 
processes were shared with us.  The 
nursery is substantially bigger than our 

Belar Nursery.  Barengi Gadjin nursery grow 
a lot of Bush Tucker including Kangaroo 
Grass, native mints and oreganoõs, pigweed 
and Muntries for both revegetation and 
farmers ð we got to taste test a few. 



 

 

 

 

PHOTOS FROM LITTLE DESERT DJAKITJAK   
DJANGA COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE FIELD TRIP 



 

 

We continued the journey arriving at the 
digs - Little Desert Lodge ð a fully fenced 
vermin proof property with resident Emu 
George.  We settled into our rooms and met 
the other Djakitjak Djanga recipients from 

across Victoria.  

We gathered in the kitchen barn and 
everyone helped prepare salads, a native 
grain damper and cooked a bbq with some 
of the native produce born out of the 

program.  The meal was phenomenal to say 
the least ð Kangaroo sausoõs, Wallaby 
sausoõs and emu steaks were on offer.  
Salads incorporated saltbush and native 
oregano and mints.  Yam daisies were in 
short supply but we all had a taste 

nonetheless thanks to Zamin bringing them 
along.  The yam daisy is truly a delicacy - it 
was delicious roasted on the bbq.  We need 

to grow more of this tasty morsel. 
Hopefully we can dedicate a spot in the 
Seed production Area to grow this local 
species sustainably in large quantities. 



 

 

 

 


